






Statement of Eligibility and Appropriateness for Designation 
The Mission Linen Building located at 1001 South 1st Street is eligible and appropriate for 
designation on the City of Las Vegas Historic Property Register as a Historic Building under 
UDC Title 19.10.150 (I) Designation of Historic Landmarks, Districts, Sites, Buildings, 
Structures and Objects, under the following criteria:  

1b: It is determined to be of exceptional local significance and expresses a distinctive 
character because:  

i. A significant portion of it is at least 40 years old
ii. It is reflective of the City’s cultural, social, political, or economic past
iii. It represents an established and familiar visual feature of an area of the City

because of its location or singular physical appearance

The Mission Linen building is a 32,000 SF building located at 1001 South 1st Street in the 
Downtown Las Vegas in the Arts District.  The building is documented to have been constructed 
in 1950, but review of available historical resources leads us to believe at least a portion of the 
building was constructed prior to 1943.  The building is said to be a World War II era warehouse 
constructed in the Modernist architectural style.  It is a two-story tall concrete masonry unit 
(CMU) and concrete tilt-up structure, common to buildings of this period.  Since its 
construction, the building has been occupied by multiple laundry firms. 

The first of these laundry firms to have occupied the building was Economy Laundry, which was 
first documented in the space in 1943. In a Las Vegas Review Journal article dated March 30, 
1943, the owner of Economy Laundry at 1001 South 1st Street, Berkeley Jones, made the news 
because of a fire at his place of business that he narrowly escaped.  In August of 1945, Economy 
Laundry was advertised in the Las Vegas Review Journal for one-day service of hotel and linen 
supply.   

Economy Laundry was purchased in 1948 by the American Linen Supply Company, managed at 
the time by F.O. Gardner.  Gardner’s plan was to make American Linen Supply the “largest and 
most complete linen firm of its kind in the state of Nevada”, with a specialty in the rental of 
uniforms, aprons, towels, and linen supplied to hotels and other businesses in Las Vegas.  
American Linen Supply was founded before 1890 in Salt Lake City, and was documented 
visiting Las Vegas in 1933 in hopes of expanding their business in this rapidly growing city.   

Throughout its time occupying 1001 South 1st Street, American Linen Supply contributed to 
Las Vegas society, culture, and economy.  At the time of the American Linen Supply 
purchase, it was one in three of the main laundry firms supplying linens to hotels, the others 
including Las Vegas Laundry and Nevada Laundry.    



Throughout its time operating in Las Vegas, American Linen Supply directly served many of the 
Las Vegas hotels and casinos.  A 1967 Las Vegas Review Journal advertisement praised 
American Linen Supply for its continued success serving Hotel Thunderbird for twenty years.  
Hotel Thunderbird opened with Nat King Cole headlining in September of 1948.  The developer 
Marion Hicks who conceptualized and built Hotel Thunderbird, as well as the El Cortez, 
designed the Hotel Thunderbird as the first hotel/casino on the Las Vegas strip with a porte-
cocher.  The Thunderbird went through various ownerships and names, including the Silverbird 
and the El Rancho Casino, before being imploded in 2000.   

The American Linen Supply not only provided a vital service to significant hotels in Las Vegas 
history, but it also was a part of the social fabric of Las Vegas and its residents.  Help wanted ads 
posted in the Las Vegas Review Journal from 1948 through the 1960s reflect the consistent 
employment of local Las Vegas residents as the city's hospitality industry flourished.  Las Vegas 
Review Journal articles tell the stories of Las Vegas locals employed at American Linen Supply. 
One of these stories includes a wedding for Mrs. Lee Moheng and Mr. Joe Fratini, announced in 
the Las Vegas Review Journal in 1949.  The Las Vegas couple was wed at the Little Church of 
the West of Hotel Last Frontier.  The groom, Fratini, was employed at American Linen Supply.  
At the time of their wedding, the Last Frontier was the second resort to open on the Las Vegas 
strip.  The hotel was later renamed the New Frontier in the 50s after Elvis’s debut there, and has 
since been demolished. 

The general manager of American Linen Supply, F.O. Gardner, regularly appeared in the local 
news for operating the laundry firm and participating in the community.  He was a City Council 
Commissioner and also served as a staff member on the Boulder Dam Area Council for the Boy 
Scouts of America.  In 1971, F.O. Gardner announced the appointment of James H. Hyland as 
the manager in training specifically assigned to the Las Vegas branch as a service manager.  
Hyland was a product of the Las Vegas school system and graduated from Las Vegas High 
School.  After college, he spent 4 ½ years in the Air Force as an engineering officer with the rank 
of captain before moving back to Las Vegas and achieving his position at American Linen 
Supply.   

In addition to its social participation in the Las Vegas community, American Linen Supply also 
played important roles in the political and economic sectors of the city.  In 1971, American 
Linen Supply was one of three laundry firms in Las Vegas to participate in union negotiations 
between the Teamsters Union Local 14 for fair wages, employee benefits, and safer work 
environments.  The other two laundry firms participating in these union negotiations were 
Mission Linen Supply, which later occupied the building at 1001 South 1st Street, and Western 
Laundry & Linen Rental Co.  By 1975, two additional laundry firms, Las Vegas Cleaners and 
Valley Uniform Supply, also joined the contract negotiations.  As a result of these negotiations, 



the Las Vegas linen firms ratified union contracts by the end of 1975, which included a 31 per 
cent pay increase and a 48 per cent insurance benefit increase for laundry service workers.   
American Linen Supply contributed to the growing Las Vegas economy and the growth of 
local businesses. American Linen Supply appears on a list of Young Electric Sign Co. 
(YESCO) clients in 1970.  YESCO is a prominent electric sign company that created Las 
Vegas’s first “spectacular neon sign” in 1945 and since then has designed and installed signs 
for major Las Vegas landmarks including the Dunes, the Sahara, Tropicana, El Morocco, and 
Circus Circus.  American Linen Supply also sponsored community events such as a 
Sweepstakes Parade at the Sahara Hotel in 1967.  The laundry firm’s community involvement 
encouraged a common sense of place and became a contributor to Las Vegas’ growth. 

While the exact date is not documented, Mission Linen Supply purchased American Linen 
Supply and operated at 1001 South 1st Street in downtown Las Vegas until around 2000.  
Mission Linen Supply was founded in 1930 in Santa Barbara by Ben Page before opening a Las 
Vegas branch in the 1940s.  There is a legendary story passed down through his family lineage 
about how Page started Mission Linen Supply.  Outside the coast of Santa Barbara, Colonel 
Max Fleishmann would anchor his 110-foot yacht, “Haida”, and all the laundry trucks would 
line up and wait at the wharf to get their share of the laundry on board.  As the story goes, Ben 
Page took his rowboat out to meet the yacht in an effort to beat his competition to the business.  
Surprised by his dedication, Fleishmann agreed to give his laundry business exclusively to 
Page’s laundry firm that would later become a national success.   

The Mission Linen building holds in it the history of a growing city and the stories of Las Vegas 
locals who were born, raised, lived, and worked here.  After sitting vacant in the heart of 
downtown Las Vegas’ Arts District for the past 20 years and undergoing various ownership, the 
building was purchased by Dapper Companies, headed by local real estate developer J Dapper, 
on August 30, 2022.  The building will undergo rehabilitation under the new owners, who will 
follow the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic Properties.  Dapper 
Companies intends to preserve the building, and activate it by bringing the Evel Knievel 
Museum, Ace Cafe, and Heavy Metal Pizza Party into the space.  Once activated, the Mission 
Linen building will once again serve the Las Vegas community and its rehabilitation will keep 
the history of the city’s past alive.   
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